
Center School Council Meeting Minutes 
April 13, 2021 – Virtual Meeting via Zoom 
 
Present: Jane DeGrenier, Principal; John Galluzzo, Parent; Laura Louko, Parent; April Sheridan, 
ParentCourtney Folsom, Teacher Representative; Mark Lancaster, Teacher Representative; Lori 
McKenna, Teacher Representative; Peggy Linn, Teacher Representative; Russ Wilson, Assistant Principal, 
Ex-officio. Excused: Elizabeth Wilcox, Parent. 
 
Principal DeGrenier called the meeting to order at 3:04 p.m. 
 
Minutes 
Principal DeGrenier called for a review of the minutes of March 23, 2021. Ms. Louko made a motion to 
accept the minutes. Ms. Linn seconded the motion. Voted unanimously. 
 
Open Comment  
Principal DeGrenier asked for any open comments.  
 
Budget 
Principal DeGrenier stated that the budget seemed to be stable in terms of staffing, ordering, supplies, 
etc., and that it would be going to the Advisory Board and then Town Meeting. COVID-specific line 
items, such as unforeseen expenses for health and safety concerns, were being reviewed. The 
expectation remains that some of these items will be needed in the new school year. Lexia and iReady 
have been extended through the summer. Discussion followed on federal funding sources, including 
CARES Act, American Rescue Plan and the pending American Jobs Act. 
 
2021-2022 School Year 
Principal DeGrenier said that the school had been reviewing safe return to school protocols, the 
teachers’ union memorandums, etc., and was now shifting focus to 2021-2022. Prior to the pandemic 
the work of merging the town’s elementary schools had been progressing; that work will now continue, 
beginning after April vacation. She stated that student placement would begin and asked the parent 
representatives whether the electronic placement process worked well in 2020. Ms. Louko and Mr. 
Galluzzo readily agreed that it was easier, with one less piece of paper to track and send back to school. 
Principal DeGrenier stated that some parents had requested the ability to reenter the form and change 
information after submission. She would work with Ms. Monahan to ensure that could happen, in some 
form. 
 
Mr. Wilson said that the school was re-examining events and determining whether they could occur in-
person going forward. Mr. Lancaster asked whether conferences would continue via Zoom. He stated 
that the 4th grade teachers had certainly enjoyed it and felt that it took some burdens off parents. 
Principal DeGrenier said that there had been no guidance from DESE yet. Ms. Louko said she preferred 
in-person conferences as it made her feel more like a part of the school community, and it gave her a 
chance to see her children’s schoolwork in context. She did understand that some parents might need to 
find childcare, etc., and that it could be a minor hardship. Ms. Sheridan agreed with both of Ms. Louko’s 
points. Principal DeGrenier requested that if anybody had comments or ideas for consideration for 
2021-2022, please contact her. 
 
Operational Status 



Principal DeGrenier said that MCAS looked like a “go” for 2021. Mr. Galluzzo stated that he was very 
surprised, based on the large number of state representatives signing up to block it from happening. 
Principal DeGrenier said there would be no changes for grades 3-5. Virtual Academy students may no 
longer have to come into the school to take the test. All tests were scheduled to be completed by June 
1. Families are asking to opt out, yet there is no provision for doing so. 
 
Principal DeGrenier said that the return to five days of school had been all positive to this point. Ms. 
McKenna said that the kids feel good. Mr. Galluzzo asked about traffic concerns, as he stated that the 
Middle School traffic had been horrendous. Ms. Sheridan said the process at Center School for pick-up 
and drop-off was the best in town. Principal DeGrenier said that it was bad at first, but that thanks to 
the Hanover Police Department, it has smoothed out. The Hanover Fire Department has said that Silver 
Street is much safer now. The school is now releasing all 588 students in 19 minutes. 
 
Benchmark Assessment 
Mr. Wilson reported that 26 attendees tuned in for the benchmark assessment webinar presented by 
the school, with 5-10 more parents requesting the presentation afterward. The school will be happy to 
follow up with parents who still have questions. 
 
Spring Activities 
Principal DeGrenier said that the school is planning a digital art show, is working on 4th Grade 
Celebration, and that there are 70 kids in Mr. Lindsey’s chorus, which started out as a virtual chorus. 
They are figuring out what their performance opportunity will be. Third grade is preparing for the hat 
parade, socially distanced. Field Day will happen in some form. Mr. Wilson added that the Mind Over 
Mile marathon would occur on Thursday and Friday of this week. Second grade would have their culture 
show. Principal DeGrenier said that Mr. O’Neil from the Hanover Historical Society was working on the 
“17th Century New England Hearth” display in the front lobby, and that the 3rd graders, who typically 
don’t visit the lobby, would make special visits to view the exhibit. Mr. Galluzzo stated that Mr. Roger 
Leslie would like to take down his fire department display and bring in a collection of vintage eyeglasses. 
 
New Business 
None. 
 
Next Meeting 
The next meeting of the Council will be May 11, 2021, at 3 p.m. and topics will include a budget update, 
assessment (MCAS) updates, spring activities and more.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m. 


